
           
 

Color by Degrees Afghan 
Designed by Lauren Conforti © 1975 

 
This is a free pattern.  Please do not copy the pattern for the purpose of selling it or posting  

it on other websites (without my permission). However, you may print out this pattern to  
use to make items for your own personal use or to make items to sell to others or to sell in  
craft shows or craft stores, through a home craft business, etc., BUT the pattern itself is not  

to be sold.  If you do use this pattern or link to it, please credit me as the designer. 
Thank you. 

 
Difficulty Level:  Beginner 
 
 
Supplies:  
Worsted weight in your choice of colors 
Size G crochet hook 
Yarn needle 
 
Use 5 coordinating colors in a repeating sequence.  I used the following color pattern:  Brown, Orange, 
White, Green, White.  So each row I finished , I would go to the next color in my pattern.  You can use solid 
or variegated in your colors of choice. 
 
Shell Stitch:  Sc in center st of 3-dc set.  Sk 1 st.  5 dc in ch 1 sp. Sk 1 st. Sc in next st. (Shell made) 
 
Start with 5 Granny Squares in Color1.  Crochet or whip stitch them together in a line.  
 
Granny Square:  With Color 1, ch 6 and sl st in first ch to form a ring.   
Row 1:  Ch 3 (counts as first dc), 2 dc in ring, ch 3. *3 dc in ring, ch 3.  Repeat from * 2 more times. Sl st in 
top of first ch 3.  You should have 4 groups of 3 dc in the ring.  Sl st in top of each st in the next dc group to 
get to the ch 3 sp.   
Row 2:  Ch 3 (counts as first dc), 2 dc, ch 3, 3 dc (to make corner). *Ch 1, 3 dc, ch 3, 3 dc. Repeat from * 
and continue around the row.  Sl st to finish row.  Sl st across the 3 dc to corner.   
Row 3:  Ch 3 (counts as first dc), 2 dc, ch 3, 3 dc (to make corner). *Ch 1, 3 dc, ch 1, 3 dc, ch 3, 3 dc. Repeat 
from * and continue around the row.  Sl st to finish row. 
 



 
Color Pattern: 
Starting with Color 2, at a corner chain 3 space in the row of granny squares, ch 3 (counts as first dc), 2 dc in 
same sp, ch 3 to make corner, 3 dc in same sp, ch 1.  *3 dc in next ch 1 sp, ch 1. Repeat from * and continue 
around the granny squares (remember to ch 3 between the groups of 3 dc for corners) to complete 2 full 
rows.  Finish off and weave in ends.  Change to Color 3 and make 2 rows.  Repeat with each color in your 
pattern sequence. 
 
When finished with the first sequence through each of your colors, the next sequence will be 3 rows wide for 
each color, then the next sequence of colors will be 4 rows wide.  Continue this increasing of color rows until 
the afghan is the desired size. 
 
Shell Stitch Edging: 
Along the flat sides:  Sl st in center st of a dc set of previous row. Sk 1 st. 5 dc in ch 1 sp of previous row.  
Sk 1 st, sc in next st (center st of dc set in previous row), sk 1 st, then 5 dc in ch 1 sp of previous row. *Sk 1 
st, sc in next st, sk 1 st, 5 dc in ch 1 sp.  Repeat from * along the sides of the afghan. 
Corners:  Do 3 shells in the ch 3 corners in the previous row, then continue along the flat sides as above. 
 
End off.  Using the yarn needle, weave in ends.  
 
For questions or comments, email me at:  lauren@webeans.net 


